ANNUAL  RJPORT  FOR  THE  OKEKAMPTON 
RURAL  A  :  j  FOR  1941. 


and  Gentlemen, 

I  leg  to  submit  an  interim  annual  report  for  the 


According  to  the  Registrar  (General  there  ha3  been 
a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  population  of  your  district 
*  during  the  year.  The  births  and  birth  rate  were  slightly  higher 
than  usual.  The  death  rate  r  mained  about  average.  The  majority 
of  people  lived  to  a  good  ag  ,  but  there  was  some  slight  increase 
in  deaths  from  tuberculosis.  The  commonest  forms  of  death  were 
cancer,  heart  disease  anu  bronchitis. 

Infectious  diseases:  An  epidemic  of  a  rather  severe 
type  of  measles  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  the 
death  of  two  children  were  definitely  recorded  as  diiv:  tj  this 
condition.  Scarlet  fever  of  a  very  mild  type  was  also  fairly 
prevalent.  Four  oases  of  diptheria  were  notified  during  the  year, 
and  one  of  those  occurred  in  a  child  who  had  been  partly  immunized. 
One  death  occurred  in  a  child  who  had  not  been  immunized.  The 
immunization  campaign  was  continued  with  very  gratifying  results, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table. 


r.  Chairman 
ye;  r  1941. 


Approx,  number  of 
children  in  area  1*929 
between  5  and  15 

Number  of  children  86. oh 

between  5  and  15 
who  have  been  immunized. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  diseases 

February  1941.  Spreyton  School.  Measles. 

October  1941.  Inward leigh  Junior  "hooping  Cough. 

School. 

'Che  number  of  evacuees  in  the  district  remained 
farrly  constant,  but  latterly  there  has  been  an  inclination  for  the 
children  to  drift  back  to  their  homes.  The  skin  diseases,  particularly 
scabies  whose  incidence  coincided  with  the  arrival  of  the  evacuees, 
has  still  been  the  cause  of  much  trouble.  Satisfactory  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  isolate  most  of  these  until  cured  at  the  Sica:  hv,y, 
Lamerton.  The  evacuee  hostel  at  Belstone  has  continued  to  be  useful. 

I  must  once  again  call  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  no 
means  are  availabl  in  the  district  for  the  disinfectation  of  clothing 
etc.  This  is  becoming  all  the  more  imperative  at  the  time  of  writing 
owing  to  the  influx  of  workmen  from  abroad  into  the  area. 

All  schools  in  the  district  were  visited  several  times 
ami  appropriate  steps  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases.  At  the  time  of  writing  I  understand  that  the  Devon  County 
Council,  having  ta  :en  over  Brides to we  School,  are  about  to  correct 
the  sanitary  defects  there.  This  is  fiftytwo  years  after  the  mabbt.  r 
was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  by  their  .edlcal  Of  icer 
in  1890.  I dde sleigh  School  is  still  unsatisfactory  -  in  fact,  so  is 

the  whole  village  -  and  sbe os  should  be  taken  in  the  near  future  to 
deal  with  this.  The  children  in  the  district  are  generally  speaking 
found  to  be  vo  y  healthy.  No  noticeable  increase  in  malnutrition  has 
occurred  during  the  year  and  the  evacuees  have  undoubtedly  improved 
from  their  sojoutm  in  the  country. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  of  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  district  during  the  year  t  nd  active  steps  he  ye 


Approx,  number  of 
children  in  area  9  )6 

under  5  years  of  age 

Number  under  5  who  13#  8, 
have  been  immunized 


-2- 

been  taken  to  prevent  people  being  billeted  where  cases  are  known 
to  exist t 

nni-$zmmQd 

Population  Registrar  General  14,270 

Food  Office  13,560 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Male  Female  Total  / 

■'  1  r"lr-BTr  "irmw*  ar-rm  at  '».’**  mm  i  v  -inrrai  iranir  '  i  '  ur 

legitimate  8l  75  156 

Illegitimate  6  9  .15 


DEATHS 


171  To  tc  1 

Birth  rate  11.9  per  1,100  resident  population 
England  &  Hales  14.2 

Still  births  8 

Still  birth  rate  38*8  per  1,  )00  live  still  births 


Males  102 

Females  95 

197  Total 


Death  rate  19*8  per 
Adjusted  death  rate 
England  &  '/ales 


1,000  population 


Suspended 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  -  13 

]>•  th  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  66.4  per  If'^OO^jL^jfg 
Englan  &  Wales  *  *  "59  * 


AGE 

OF  BE  TH  TifBLE 

Age  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

In  fan ts 

under  1  year 

9 

4 

1 

5  years 

3 

1 

5 

-  15 

0 

0 

15 

-  25 

4 

2 

25 

-  35 

1 

2 

35 

-45 

4 

3 

45 

-  55 

n 

5 

55 

-  65 

9 

10 

65 

-  75 

22 

22 

Over 

1  75 

39 

46 

102 

95 

Total  -  197 


TABL.E  OF  PAUSE  0  OF  DEATH 


Measles  . •  2 

/hooping  Cough  ...  ...  0 

Inf luenza  ...  ...  « ♦  •  3 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Resp.  System.  6 

Other  tuberculosis  ...  1 

Cancer  . .  25 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  14 

Heabt  Disease  .  39 


Other  circulatory  diseases  1 

Bronchitis  .  18 

Pneumonia  .  7 

Other  respiratory  diseases  1 

of  liver  . . . 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  6 

Diseases  of  digestive  system  9 

Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 

Congenital  debility  prematurity  11 


1 

53 


Senility  . 

Typhoid  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  fever 
Other  defined  diseases 


Total  197 


INfECrriOTTS  DISEASES 


Measles  172 
Scarlet  fever  19 
hooping  Cough  20 
Diptherla  4 
Typhoid  1 
Pneumonia  9 
Puerperal  pyrexia  2 


Tuberculosis  -  New  cases  14 

Deaths  7 


1  am,  Mr*  Chairman  and  ;  ntlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(signed)  .  D.  ALLSN  PRIGS. 


edical  officer  of  Pea 1th. 
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